Of all the dainties that you can bethink,

And always keep it cleanly as you may;

Although its cage of gold be never so gay,

Yet would this bird, by twenty thousand-fold,

Rather, within a forest dark and cold,

Go to eat worms and all such wretchedness.

For ever this bird will do his business

To find some way to get outside the wires.

Above all things his freedom he desires.

Or take a cat, and feed him well with milk

And tender flesh, and make his bed of silk,

And let him see a mouse go by the wall;

Anon he leaves the milk and flesh and all

And every dainty that is in that house,

Such appetite has he to eat a mouse.

Desire has here its mighty power shown

And inborn appetite reclaims its own.
A she-wolf also has a vulgar mind;

The wretchede$,t Ue;wolf that she may find,

Or least of Deputation; she'll not hate

Whenever $he's desirousIpf a mate.

All these Examples sp^k I of these men

Who are untqjGK,. gpd not of sweet women.

For men have aye a lickerish appetite

On lower things to do their base delight

Than on their wives, though they be ne'er so fair

And ne'er so true and ne'er so debonair.

Flesh is so fickle, lusting beyond measure,

That we in no one thing can long have pleasure

Or virtuous keep more than a little while.

This Phoebus, who was thinking of no guile,
He was deceived, for all his quality;
For under him a substitute had she,
A man of little reputation, one
Worth naught to Phoebus, by comparison.
The more harm that; it often happens so,
Whereof there come so much of harm and woe.

And so befell, when Phoebus was absent,
His wife has quickly for her leman 4 sent.
* Leman: formerly applied to either sex.
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